Appendix CUL
Historic Resource Evaluation and Archaeological Survey

9 August 2019
Kevin M. Reid
CDP
822 Hartz Way, Suite 200
Danville, CA 94526
Re:

Revised Results of a CEQA Archaeological Survey and Native American Consultation for the
Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Boulevard, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa County,
California

Dear Mr. Reid:
Per your request, Holman & Associates completed a records search, field survey and initial
Native American consultation for the above referenced project in Pleasant Hill (Map 1). The proposed
project consists of 46 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres, located at the southwest corner of the
intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050-057-6 and 153-050-058-4). The
property is currently developed with a 37,000 square foot two-story office building, surface parking
facility, and landscape. The existing building was constructed in 1972 and is functionally obsolete. The 46
units will be developed as duet townhomes with a mix of two and three stories, each with an attached
two-car garage (Map 2). In accordance with Section 18.20.060 of the Zoning Ordinance, the applicant is
proposing to provide 10 accessory dwelling units (or 20% of the total 48 units) to comply with one of the
City’s Inclusionary Housing requirements.
The project site is currently zoned Professional & Administrative Office (PAO) with a General
Plan designation of Office. The applicant proposes to modify the property’s existing Office General Plan
designation to Multi-Family Low Density through a General Plan Amendment. A Rezoning request is
also expected to change the current PAO Professional & Administrative Office zoning district to a
PUD/Planned Unit District. The applicant will also submit a Development Plan permit, Architectural
Review Permit, and a Major Subdivision application. The 46 residential townhomes would result in a
density of 12.9 dwelling units per net acre. As currently proposed, the proposed density of 12.9 dwelling
units per net acre (9.8 units/gross acre) would be consistent with the 12-19.9 units per net acre density
range specified by the Multi-Family Low Density General Plan designation.
Open space would be provided through a combination of centralized common open space and a
50-foot scenic buffer along Taylor Boulevard with access from Lucille Lane. As proposed, private and
common open space currently total approximately 104,360 square feet, or 2,174 square feet per unit, or
49.2% of the lands. The City of Pleasant Hill (City) is the lead CEQA agency.

This report was prepared by Sunshine Psota, M.A. (Cultural Resources Management [CRM]),
Registered Professional Archaeologist. The author has 38 years of experience in California archaeology,
much of it in the San Francisco Bay Area, and meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
professionals in both prehistoric and historical archaeology.

Records Search Results
On 16 May 2019, the author conducted a records search at the Northwest Information Center of
the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), an adjunct to Sonoma State University
located in Rohnert Park (File No. 18-2217). All records of identified archaeological resources within a
quarter mile, and all other cultural resources and studies for projects within and abutting the Project Area
were reviewed (50m). Reports and maps from Holman & Associates’ library were also examined, and
online research was conducted.
No archaeological sites are recorded within the Project Area. Nor are any resources listed on state
or federal inventories within this property (CA-DPR 1976; CA-OHP 2012, 2019; Contra Costa County
Community Development Department 2016; NPS 2019). Within a quarter mile, three cultural resources
are recorded, all documenting the built environment. Two of these resources describe mid-20th-century
buildings, but are not pertinent to this study. The closest resource is P-7-2695 documenting the nearby
Contra Costa and Clayton canals and associated bridges and culverts (Herbert 2003, 2009; Herbert and
McLoughlin 2005). A small portion of the structure frames the western border of the property. The Contra
Costa Canal is part of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Central Valley Project (CVP) designed to
alleviate water shortages in California through a series of reservoirs and canals. Designed between 1927
and 1931, the project was delayed because selling bonds during the Depression was not successful.
Instead federal monies were requested for this jobs-making project and the monies were supplied from
Roosevelt’s New Deal stimulus program. The CVP was started in 1935 and by the early 1950s major
portions were completed. In 1937, construction of the 46-mile Contra Costa Canal began. The water
would supply “upland agricultural areas, many industrial plants in the upper Bay region, and a number of
Contra Costa County municipalities” (Herbert 2009:3). Various sections of these canals and associated
structures have been documented, including one location designated No. 45 at Milepost 37.87 to the west
of 401 Taylor Boulevard (Herbert and McLoughlin 2005). In 2005, the Contra Costa Canal has been
determined eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (status 2S2, determined eligible for
separate listing through a consensus determination by a federal agency and the State Historic Preservation
Officer; CA-OHP 2012). Under Criterion A, the canal is significant at the state level for its association
with the construction and operation of the Central Valley Project, and at the local level for its contribution
to the economic development of eastern Contra Costa County. Its period of significance is 1937 to 1951.
Since this structure is listed on the National Register, it is automatically eligible to the California Register
of Historical Resources.
The closest recorded Native American site is more than two miles away on a terrace adjacent to a
major creek (Fenenga 1949). The Project Area is located within the start of the rolling hills approximately
0.4 miles west of the Walnut Creek drainage and 0.25 miles north of its minor tributary, Grayson Creek.
This portion of the Contra Costa Canal was likely constructed within a natural channel based on its shape.
In this part of Contra Costa County, prehistoric archaeological resources have been recorded on the first
terrace above creeks and at the base of hills by creeks, near rock outcroppings, and on ridgetops in hilly
areas often by springs. Another preferred location was the confluence of a minor creek with a major one.
Based on the terrain and proximity to a major water source, the Project Area has a low to moderate
potential for Native American resources.
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None of the Project Area has been previously studied for its cultural resources potential. Three
nearby reports have been completed with no archaeological sites identified. In 1996, West and Welch
conducted an archaeological survey of the Contra Costa Canal and its side canal systems, because it was
not surveyed for such resources when originally constructed. A field survey identified that almost all of
their area of potential effects was “completely modified.”
In 2000, Hall et al. conducted a study for a project to distribute recycled water to Pleasant Hill
and other cities. One linear section had its southern terminus at Taylor Boulevard and the Contra Costa
Canal. None of this area was inspected during their field surveys and the report offers no pertinent
information to this current Project. West of 401 Taylor Boulevard, another project was conducted for a
9.8 acre proposed residential subdivision (Davis and Nayyar 2005). A field survey found 0 to 100 %
visibility of native soils, though these were not described. No additional work was recommended.
Historic-era maps were examined to further research historical land uses of the Project Area. No
development was depicted within or adjacent to the Project Area between 1897 and 1948 (US Army
1941, 1948; USGS 1897, 1915). Sometime between 1948 and 1959, the Project Area was engulfed by the
urban lands to the south with no specific features indicated except for the portion of the Contra Costa
Canal that is located to the west of the current Project Area, and unnamed roads that correspond to Taylor
Boulevard and Lucille Lane (USGS 1959). Aerial photographs assist with understanding prior conditions
and the development of the property at 401 Taylor. In 1939, the land was undeveloped (GoogleEarth
2019). The western half of the property had been recently cut for hay with indications that it was hilly
terrain. The construction of the canal was underway. By 1987, the property appears similar to today with
less mature landscaping. There is a low potential for specific historic-era archaeological deposits within
the current Project Area.

Survey Methods and Findings
On 4 June 2019, Kevin Dobinson, Staff Archaeologist, completed a survey of the property
(Photos 1-6). The property consists of a small hilltop that might have been altered to create the building
platform of the extant building. The parcels are developed with a Y-shaped building that is still in use.
Large asphalt parking lots are located in front (north) and rear (south) of the building. The eastern area is
gradually sloped leading up to the parking lots and the main entrance of the building. The north, west and
south sides are sloped and landscaped. The property is heavily landscaped with irrigation system lines
visible around the perimeter. There are large manicured lawns surrounding the building and many trees
throughout the property. Along the west boundary is a gravel road leading from the rear (south) parking
lot to about the halfway point of the property. To the west is the canal and on the top of the eastern bank a
small access road/trail.
Very few areas along Taylor Boulevard afford any visible native soils (Photo 1). Where exposed,
the soil is brownish gray silty clay with trace amounts of very small sub-angular gravels. Adjacent to
Lucille Lane, the only visible soil is around the plants/brush. The eastern area is a gradual sloping, well
cared for lawn with various plants (Photo 2). The soil by the front parking lot and lawn is a slightly darker
brownish gray silty clay with little to no gravels. The northwest corner of the lawn has an area of brown
to tan silty clay with rounded fist-size and smaller cobbles that probably constitute a recent import.
The gravel road on the west is mostly tan soil and gravel, with trees lining its length (Photo 3).
The soil around trees is a stronger brown to brownish gray. The slope and trail road outside the property
boundary is grass covered with similar visible soil. The southern property boundary is covered in trees
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and vegetation, and the land is difficult to access because of the trees and the steepness of the slope
(Photo 5).
In contrast, the area around the building contains trees, other vegetation, and exposed soil
between the lawn and the building (Photo 4). Here the soil is a lighter brownish gray, which could reflect
impacts from construction when the subsoils were excavated and redeposited during excavating for the
foundation.

Native American Consultation
On behalf of Jeff Olsen, Planner with the City of Pleasant Hill, Holman & Associates initiated
Native American consultation. On 15 May 2019, Holman & Associates contacted the Native American
Heritage Commission (NAHC) to request a review of the Sacred Land Files (SLF) for any evidence of
cultural resources or traditional properties of potential concern that might be known on lands within or
adjacent to the Project Area (see Appendix for all correspondence). Two days later, the Commission
responded that no tribal cultural resources were identified during the SLF review. They also provided a
contact list of eight Native American individuals/organizations who may know of cultural resources in
this area or have specific concerns about the project. On 31 May 2019, each of these contacts were sent an
email with an attachment including a letter describing the project, a map of the Project Area, and
inquiring whether they had any concerns. All email correspondence was also copied to Mr. Olsen.
When the author sent her original email and contact letter to Andrew Galvan with The Ohlone
Indian Tribe, she noted that the records search did not identify any Native American resources within the
Project Area and the survey was scheduled but not completed. On 3 June 2019, Mr. Galvan asked to be
informed of the survey results and the recommendations.

Summary and Recommendations
An archaeological records search was conducted for the proposed Taylor Boulevard Townhomes
at 401 Taylor Boulevard. No cultural resources have been identified or recorded within the property. The
Contra Costa Canal is recorded beyond the western Project boundary and is listed on the National and
California registers. The project plans are limited to the two parcels and will not impact the canal. The
property was not previously studied for its cultural resource potential. A field survey identified the land as
heavily developed with limited exposed surface soils. No cultural materials or archaeological deposits
were observed during the survey.
Holman & Associates conducted initial Native American consultation on behalf of City Planner
Jeff Olsen. The NAHC was contacted and they responded with that their SLF search was negative and
they included a contact list of local Native Americans to contact. Letters were sent to all of these
people/groups. Only Mr. Galvan responded with a request for the survey results and the recommendations
from this report. Information collected during initial Native American consultation is passed to the City of
Pleasant Hill for further consultation of all Native Americans who have contacted them for consultation,
for all Native Americans who did not respond to this Project’s initial request to consult, and to respond to
Mr. Galvan request for more information.
Holman & Associates does not recommend any additional archaeological study. If buried, or
previously unrecognized archaeological deposits or materials of any kind are inadvertently exposed
during any construction activity, work within 50 ft. of the find shall cease until a qualified archaeologist
can assess the find and provide recommendations for further treatment, if warranted. Construction and
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potential impacts to the area(s) within a radius determined by the archaeologist shall not recommence
until the assessment is complete.
Human graves are often associated with prehistoric occupation sites. Section 7050.5 of the
California Health and Safety Code states that it is a misdemeanor to knowingly disturb a human burial
and Section 5097.99 of the Public Resources Code defines the obtaining or possession of Native
American remains or grave goods to be a felony. If human remains are encountered as a result of
construction activities, any work in the vicinity shall be halted and the County Coroner contacted.
Should you have any questions, please contact Sunshine Psota, spsota@sonic.net or
707.291.8786.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota, M.A., RPA
Senior Associate
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PROJECT AREA

Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa County, California
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Map 2. Proposed Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd., Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa County
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Photo 1. Exposed soil adjacent to Taylor Boulevard, view to east. Photo 2. Lawn with building in background, view to south. Photo 3. View of gravel road by western boundary, looking south. Photo 4.
Exposed soil near building. Photo 5. Steep area by southern boundary with residential area beyond,
view to south. Photo 6. Closeup of native soil.

APPENDIX
Initial Native American Consultation
for 401 Taylor Boulevard, Pleasant Hill

15 May 2019
Gayle Totton
Native American Heritage Commission
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Ms. Totton,
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please review
the Sacred Lands File for any Native American cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the
study area. Please let me know if you have any information or concerns. I also request a current list of
Native American individuals and groups who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the immediate
vicinity of the Project Area for this portion of Contra Costa. Should you have any questions, I can be
reached at my cell (707.291.8786) or by email (spsota@sonic.net). Please email or fax back results to
707.861.3424.
I look forward to hearing from you. Thank you for your assistance with this project.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Cultural and Environmental Department
1550 Harbor Blvd., Suite 100
West Sacramento, CA 95691
Phone: (916) 373-3710
Email: nahc@nahc.ca.gov
Website: http://www.nahc.ca.gov

May 17, 2019
Jeff Olsen, Planner
City of Pleasant Hill
VIA Email to: jolsen@pleasanthillca.org
Cc:
apsota@sonic.net
RE: Native American Consultation, Pursuant to Senate Bill 18, Government Code §65352.3 and §65352.4,
Taylor Boulevard Townhomes Project, City of Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa County, CA
Dear Mr. Olsen:
Attached is a consultation list of tribes with traditional lands or cultural places located within the boundaries
of the above referenced counties.
Government Code §65352.3 and §65352.4 require local governments to consult with California Native
American tribes identified by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for the purpose of
avoiding, protecting, and/or mitigating impacts to cultural places when creating or amending General Plans,
Specific Plans and Community Plans.
The law does not preclude initiating consultation with the tribes that are culturally and traditionally affiliated
within your jurisdiction. The NAHC believes that this is the best practice to ensure that tribes are consulted
commensurate with the intent of the law.
The NAHC also believes that agencies should also include with their notification letters, information
regarding any cultural resources assessment that has been completed on the area of potential effect (APE),
such as:
1. The results of any record search that may have been conducted at an Information Center of the
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), including, but not limited to:


A listing of any and all known cultural resources that have already been recorded or are adjacent
to the APE, such as known archaeological sites;



Copies of any and all cultural resource records and study reports that may have been provided
by the Information Center as part of the records search response;



Whether the records search indicates a low, moderate or high probability that unrecorded
cultural resources are located in the APE; and



If a survey is recommended by the Information Center to determine whether previously
unrecorded cultural resources are present.

2. The results of any archaeological inventory survey that was conducted, including:


Any report that may contain site forms, site significance, and suggested mitigation measures.
All information regarding site locations, Native American human remains, and associated
funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made available for
public disclosure in accordance with Government Code §6254.10.

3. The result of the Sacred Lands File (SLF) check conducted through the Native American Heritage
Commission. A record search was completed and the results were negative.
4. Any ethnographic studies conducted for any area including all or part of the APE; and
5. Any geotechnical reports regarding all or part of the APE.
Lead agencies should be aware that records maintained by the NAHC and CHRIS are not exhaustive. A
tribe may be the only source of information regarding the existence of a tribal cultural resource.
This information will aid tribes in determining whether to request formal consultation. In the event, that
they do, having the information beforehand will help to facilitate the consultation process.
If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify the NAHC.
With your assistance, we are able to assure that our consultation list remains current.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email address:
gayle.totton@nahc.ca.gov.
Sincerely,

Gayle Totton

Gayle Totton, B.S., M.A., Ph.D
Associate Governmental Program Analyst
Attachment

Native American Heritage Commission
Tribal Consultation List
Contra Costa County
5/17/2019
Amah MutsunTribal Band
Valentin Lopez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 5272
Galt, CA, 95632
Phone: (916) 743 - 5833
vlopez@amahmutsun.org
Amah MutsunTribal Band of
Mission San Juan Bautista
Irenne Zwierlein, Chairperson
789 Canada Road
Woodside, CA, 94062
Phone: (650) 851 - 7489
Fax: (650) 332-1526
amahmutsuntribal@gmail.com

Costanoan
Northern Valley
Yokut

Costanoan

Wilton Rancheria
Raymond Hitchcock, Chairperson
9728 Kent Street
Miwok
Elk Grove, CA, 95624
Phone: (916) 683 - 6000
Fax: (916) 683-6015
rhitchcock@wiltonrancheriansn.gov
Wilton Rancheria
Antonio Ruiz, Cultural Resources
Officer
9728 Kent Street
Miwok
Elk Grove, CA, 95624
Phone: (916) 683 - 6000
aruiz@wiltonrancheria-nsn.gov

Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of
Costanoan
Ann Marie Sayers, Chairperson
P.O. Box 28
Costanoan
Hollister, CA, 95024
Phone: (831) 637 - 4238
ams@indiancanyon.org
Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe
of the SF Bay Area
Charlene Nijmeh, Chairperson
20885 Redwood Road, Suite 232 Costanoan
Castro Valley, CA, 94546
Phone: (408) 464 - 2892
cnijmeh@muwekma.org
North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Katherine Erolinda Perez,
Chairperson
P.O. Box 717
Linden, CA, 95236
Phone: (209) 887 - 3415
canutes@verizon.net
The Ohlone Indian Tribe
Andrew Galvan,
P.O. Box 3388
Fremont, CA, 94539
Phone: (510) 882 - 0527
Fax: (510) 687-9393
chochenyo@AOL.com

Costanoan
Northern Valley
Yokut

Bay Miwok
Ohlone
Patwin
Plains Miwok

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 6097.98 of the Public Resources Code and section 5097.98 of the Public
Resources Code.
This list is only applicable for consultation with Native American tribes under Government Code Sections 65352.3 and 65352.4 et seq for the proposed Taylor
Boulevard Townhomes Project, Contra Costa County.
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31 May 2019
Valentin Lopez, Chairperson
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band
P O Box 5272
Galt, CA 95632
Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Mr. Lopez:
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

31 May 2019
Irenne Zwierlein, Chairperson
Amah/Mutsun Tribal Band of Mission San Juan Bautista
789 Canada Rd.
Woodside, CA 94062
Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Ms. Zwierlein:
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.

Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

31 May 2019
Ann Marie Sayers, Chairperson
Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan
P O Box 28
Hollister, CA 95024
Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Ms. Sayers:
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.

Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

31 May 2019
Charlene Nijmeh, Chairperson
Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area
20885 Redwood Drive, Suite 232
Castro Valley, CA 94546
Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Ms. Nijmeh:
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

31 May 2019
Katherine Erolinda Perez
North Valley Yokuts Tribe
P O Box 177
Linden, CA 95236
Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Ms. Perez:
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

31 May 2019
Andrew Galvan
The Ohlone Indian Tribe
P O Box 3152
Freemont, CA 94539

Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Mr. Galvan:
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

31 May 2019
Raymond Hitchcock, Chairperson
Wilton Rancheria
9728 Kent Street
Elk Grove, CA 95624

Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Mr. Hitchcock:
Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

31 May 2019
Antonio Ruiz, Cultural resources Officer
Wilton Rancheria
9728 Kent Street
Elk Grove, CA 95624

Re:

Consultation for Taylor Boulevard Townhomes, 401 Taylor Blvd, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa
County

Dear Mr. Ruiz:

Holman & Associates is consulting with Native Americans for the above referenced project in
Pleasant Hill. The proposed project consists of constructing 48 residential townhouse units on 4.86 acres,
located at the southwest corner of the intersection at Taylor Boulevard and Lucille Lane (APN 153-050057-6 and 153-050-058-4). This CEQA project will be reviewed by the City of Pleasant Hill (City). The
project is located within the unsectioned Las Juntas landgrant within Township 1 North and Range 2
West of MDBM as depicted on the Walnut Creek 7.5’ topographic quadrangle.
Holman & Associates is assisting City with initial Native American consultation. Please notify
Jeff Olsen with the City (Jolsen@pleasanthillca.org) or myself if you have any information or concerns
about cultural resources that may be within or adjacent to the Project Area. I request that you respond in
writing within 10 working days if you have such information or concerns. To reach me, please use email
(spsota@sonic.net), or fax to (707.861.3424) and not the main office number shown above, or write to me
at 1340 Kelly Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472.
Sincerely,

Sunshine Psota

June 28, 2019 rev. October 14, 2019
401 Taylor Blvd., Pleasant Hill
Historic Resource Evaluation
The following historical resource documentation and evaluation has been prepared at the property
owner’s request and for their planning information and use, including for planning consultation with
the City of Pleasant Hill. The purpose of the current effort is to complete research and evaluation
with which to conclude whether the subject property and building have any historic resource
potential based on applicable criteria.
Per a peer review requested by the City of Pleasant Hill, entitled 401 Taylor Boulevard Residential
Project, Pleasant Hill, Contra Costa County Peer Review of the Historical Resources Analysis, by
Rincon Consultants, Inc. and dated September 23, 2019, the following recommended changes have
been addressed (all changes underlined):
• Provide a description of the evaluation methodology;
• Include references for archival research so that the primary source data collected can easily be
verified;
• Confirm and document that the subject properties have not been previously identified in a
historic resources survey through a CHRIS records search and/or coordination with City of
Pleasant Hill planning staff;
• Provide additional information and context on the original and subsequent owners and
occupants of the building, as well as the architectural style and architects to fully address the
CRHR; designation criteria;
• Confirm and document whether the subject property is eligible for listing in the City of Pleasant
Hill historic inventory.
In addition to a site visit and reconnaissance of the subject property and its context, the methodology
behind this evaluation effort has included the collection and evaluation of:
• Copies of original plans from the property owner;
• Census records at the San Francisco Public Library (@heritagequestonline.com);
• Historical USGS “Walnut Creek 7.5 minute” maps (@servelit1.lib.berkeley.edu);
• Property deed records at the Contra Costa County Assessor’s Office;
• Plus general historical and architectural research.
Otherwise, a specific records request was not made with the California Historical Resources
Information System (CHRIS) as previous research on properties in Pleasant Hill completed by the
report author confirmed that there are no State Historical Resource Inventory (SHRI) records for the
subject property. Further, as the subject property dates to the early 1970s so is less than fifty years
of age while no recent discretionary actions would have necessitated an historical resource
evaluation of a resource less than 50 years of age, it is evident that no prior inventory or evaluation
was undertaken.
Summary History

The subject property consists of two parcels (parcel nos. 153-050-057-6 and 153-050-058) located
at the southwest corner of Taylor Blvd. and Lucille Ln. (figs.1-2) – the latter, at the time of the subject
building’s construction in 1971-1972, named Norse Dr., when the building was at first given the
446 17th Street #302 Oakland 94612
510 418 0285 mhulbert@earthlink.net

address 2300 Norse Drive. The parcels combined total some 4.8 acres in area. The existing office
building thereon was designed and constructed for the Northern California Conference of SeventhDay Adventists. The architect was Don R. Kirkman & Associates of Auburn, Washington and their
construction plans were dated January 1971. The county assessor lists the year of construction as
1972, which was when the building would have been completed and occupied.
While built for a religious institution, the existing structure is an early 1970s suburban office
building. It is discretely sited on a plot of land that was acquired in 1967-1968 in two pieces, the
larger parcel (lot 57, 3.63 acres) previously in the Bennett-McMahon family and the smaller,
rearward parcel (lot 58, 1.18 acres) previously in the Roche family. Will T. Bennett and Vera
Bennett-McMahon, brother and sister, acquired their portion in 1943 from David and Rose Roche,
who then deeded 20 of their 80 contiguous acres of ranchland to the Bennett-McMahons. The 1952
County map delineates those parcels yet without identifying the Bennett-McMahons (fig.3). As noted,
the Adventists acquired the land in two parts. The first and larger parcel from Vera Bennett
McMahon in December of 1967, and the smaller parcel from the four children of David and Rose
Roche in 1968.
The several deed records containing the above information are without reference to any early deeds
or tract maps, and no early deed searches have been undertaken under the current effort, which
subject is a 1970s office development. At this juncture, it is understood that the Roche family owned
their lands as early as c1900. The Roche Barn, a Contra Costa County historic resource, is located
one-quarter mile or so to the south of the subject property and, per the Contra Costa County historic
resource register is dated to 1905. In the 1910 U.S. census, David and Rose Roche were listed as
residents of Pacheco Village and his occupation was a hay farmer. As both were in their twenties,
the Roche properties were evidently in his family. In fact, in 1900, David’s parents, Mary and Patrick
Roche, were Contra Costa County residents. So their ownership is presumed to date to the turn-ofthe-twentieth century.
Based on historic maps and aerials, including the range of historical USGS maps from 1947-1968
(fig.4), several previous buildings stood on this site prior to its c1970 acquisition and office
development. However, no direct evidence has been found to confirm whether the BennettMcMahons lived at this location. The 1940 census identifies that they were then residents on
Bennett Road in Concord. In any event, it is probable that the previous buildings were at least in part
farm or ranch related though, again, no specific information about those buildings has been found.
At the time of the development of the subject office building, the vicinity was in part suburban
development, including commercial office complexes along Taylor as well as the then new high
school and secondary schools to the north across Taylor (fig.5). To the southwest, ranch land still
existed in the form of the Roche Ranch. A photo from that time, taken from the southern flank of the
subject property and looking south, depicts open landscape with a farm building – the Roche Barn –
in the distance (fig.6). That area has since been completely developed with residences, though the
historic barn building remains
Contextually, there are several other office buildings of the same period and type in the immediate
vicinity, while modern residential suburbs by then also immediately adjoined and which lead the
suburban charge in Pleasant Hill, the commercial context in its wake. At the very same time, BART
was under construction, its Pleasant Hill station opening in 1973 coincident with the subject office
building yet which circumstance was not coincidental, as suburban development coincided with the
BART routes. Given its early 1970s origins – the City of Pleasant Hill was incorporated just ten years
earlier – the building site was a choice knoll with what were then evidently fine views of a semi-rural
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landscape and additionally adjacent to permanent open space with direct access to Interstate 680
and within range of BART.
Summary Descriptions (figs.7-17)

As noted, the existing 401 Taylor Blvd. development was authored by the architects Don R. Kirkman
& Associates. The available set of original drawings numbered 36 sheets (copies attached). While
there is reference to a landscape plan, no such plan is at this juncture available, so there is no
identified landscape designer or architect.
Nonetheless, the subject site was planted to the extent that, presently, the development is not visible
from any outward perspective, including its two street frontages. Moreover, at present – the Spring of
2019 being especially lush – the building is likewise shrouded by its landscape.
The entrance to the site is from the Lucille Ln. frontage to the east, from where the internal entry
drive splits into north and south branches towards front and rear parking areas, respectively.
Located at the top of the site, the subject building is a two-story structure with a V-shaped plan – its
V literally pointing due south (whereas a preliminary site plan showed the same building plan yet
with a different orientation). The building is elongated in the east-west direction, so has long and low
front (north) and rear (south) elevations relative to its narrow east and west sides. At the north, the
front entryway and small entry plaza are located within the crook of the V. Landscaped lawns lie at
each end of the building, each wrapping around to the rear. But for the parking lot that extends into
the southwest corner of the site, the west lawn spans the west side of the property to join the
landscaped bank at the Taylor Blvd. frontage. At the rear, the first floor’s western leg is below grade.
A single-story garage wing with a flat roof terrace projects southward from the rear, its uphill (west)
side also buried, its east-facing side a row of garage door openings. Where the garage wing
intersects the main building, the building transitions to the full two-stories and the concrete-paved
drive leads to a pair of loading docks recessed at the main building’s lower level.
The main building structure is concrete, with walls of exposed concrete frames accommodating
broad window openings spanning the front and rear elevations, the stacked openings separated by a
concrete spandrel. Windows and doors have bronze-anodized aluminum frames and the glazing is
all tinted dark bronze. Each of the end walls are symmetrical about central, partly glazed projecting
bays that house stairways, the bays flanked by solid concrete walls. All of the exposed concrete has
a panel-formed architectural finish (whereas the original plans called for a rough textured concrete
finish). The overall building is capped with a continuous projecting brow with a metal batten-seamed
fascia (whereas, again, the original plans called for “Glasweld” fascia panels with bronze anodized
frames). The roof is low-slope with a pair of equipment screens, one atop each leg of the V.
The single-story garage wing is also a panel-formed concrete structure, it’s one exposed wall
consisting of six bays of doors. In lieu of a metal-faced cap, the top of the garage wing is a deep
concrete projection with steel-pipe guardrails atop the east and south walls. At its eastern end, the
south wall transitions to a concrete site retaining wall.
The style of this building – of the many such suburban office buildings of this period – is Corporate
Modern. Despite its church affiliated use, it has the stripped down, lean and modular aspects of
Modern architecture.
Broadly speaking, the architectural period of the office building at 401 Taylor was Modernism,
Corporate Modern or American Imperial Modern (Alan Gowans, Styles and Types of North American
Architecture, Harper Collins, 1992). In Gowan, the American Imperial Modern is a broad and
inclusive label, spanning the years 1950-1980, and during which a number of more specific sub401 TAYLOR, PLEASANT HILL
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styles occurred.
The modern architectural style most applicable to the 401 Taylor building is the Corporate Modern,
and which is exactly what the building is, a modern corporate office building (again, despite the fact
that it was erected for a church rather than a commercial entity, there is no outward expression of
the church-related use). Typically, the distinction of the Corporate Modern style is exemplified by
large corporate buildings, their exteriors tautly clad in glass curtain walls, their steel or concrete
structural frames expressed. Additionally, there are innumerable Corporate Modern office buildings
constructed with pre-cast concrete facades of repetitive forms and window openings.
The City of Pleasant Hill has not established historic contexts re: modern architecture and landscape
architecture. The nearest and most applicable cities to develop historic context statements specific
to Modern architecture are the cities of Sacramento and San Jose, both of whom identify and
classify the Corporate Modern style.
In San Jose Modernism, the period of the Corporate Modern spanned c1955-1975, are exemplified
by large financial office buildings, and the character-defining features of which are:
• Large rectangular massing
• Flat or low-pitched roofs
• Steel or concrete structure as primary expression of the building
• Horizontal bands of windows set within the structural module
• Alternate design of large concrete volume with little or no fenestration
• Building tower set back from the street in a landscaped plaza
• Tower frequently set atop a multi-story base framed by plain concrete or steel columns
• Overall absence of applied ornamentation, with the exception of corporate advertisement signs
mounted directly to building.
(from Past Consultants, San Jose Modernism Context Statement, 2009, pp85-86)
Similarly, Sacramento’s list of characteristic Corporate Modern features are:
• Large building footprint and rectangular massing
• Flat or low-pitched roof
• Exposed steel or concrete structural members
• Curtain walls
• Horizontal bands of windows between structural members
• Overall repetitive pattern created by structural members and fenestration
• Overall absence of applied ornamentation, except for corporate advertising mounted on the
building.
(from Mid-Century Modern in the City of Sacramento: Historic Context Statement and Survey
Results; GEI Consultants, Dec. 2017)
In the subject case, few of the identified features are directly embodied, so the subject building is not
a characteristic nor a distinguished example. Moreover, a further stylistic label could be applied to
the 401 Taylor building based on the heaviness of its concrete masses and roof brow, that of
Brutalism. Yet, it is impossible to imagine that a church-affiliated office building design was intended
to be a Brutalist design. Rather, that possibility is accidental.
Lastly, the c1970 period was the end of the Modern design era. Here, there is no evident attempt for
change or difference. Rather, readily available forms and materials sufficed. It is repetitive, not
distinctive modern design. Its V-shaped plan an apparent gesture to its location, if it was intended to
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point toward views of the landscape, though which are not in evidence today. Or the V may have
had another purpose and/or meaning, though which is again not in evidence.
Overall, the existing building feels separate and isolated and does not contribute to its suburban
and/or architectural context. In fact, relative to its time of creation, it was clearly segregated from the
primary and foremost events of the 1960s and early 1970s, when urban and architectural
development were poised for a massive change, which change was in no way reckoned with or
expressed by this conservative suburban work of corporate style architecture.
Historic Context: The Seventh-day Adventist Church

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is a Protestant Christian denomination which is distinguished by
its observance of Saturday, the seventh day of the week in Christian and Jewish calendars, as
the Sabbath, and its emphasis on the imminent Second Coming (advent) of Jesus Christ. The
denomination grew out of the Millerite movement in the United States during the mid-19th century
and it was formally established in 1863. Among its founders was Ellen G. White, whose extensive
writings are still held in high regard by the church.
Much of the theology of the Seventh-day Adventist Church corresponds to common Protestant
Christian teachings, such as the Trinity and the infallibility of Scripture. Distinctive teachings include
the unconscious state of the dead and the doctrine of an investigative judgment. The church is
known for its emphasis on diet and health, its "holistic" understanding of the person, its promotion of
religious liberty, and its conservative principles and lifestyle.
The world church is governed by a General Conference, with smaller regions administered by
divisions, union conferences, and local conferences. It currently has a worldwide baptized
membership of over 20 million people, and 25 million adherents. As of May 2007, it was the twelfthlargest religious body in the world, and the sixth-largest highly international religious body. It is
ethnically and culturally diverse, and maintains a missionary presence in over 215 countries and
territories. The church operates over 7,500 schools including over 100 post-secondary institutions,
numerous hospitals, and publishing houses worldwide, as well as a humanitarian aid organization
known as the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA).
(from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh-day_Adventist_Church)
Architects

Don R. Kirkman and Associates of Auburn, Washington authored the plans for the 401 Taylor
building (“Office Building for Northern California Conference of Seventh Day Adventists”).
Architect Don Kirkman was (and may still be) an active member of the Seventh Day Adventists.
Kirkman’s name arises in numerous Adventist news periodicals in the 1960s and 1970s, where he
was identified as an Seventh Day Adventist architect assisting on the design of their churches,
schools, camps and office buildings, as well as on other church-related service projects and
programs (@adventistdigitallibrary.org). Based on such news accounts, and as there are few other
accounts of his practice, it is obvious that in that period he was dedicated to church related work. It
also appears that his collegiate education was with the Seventh Day Adventist’s Walla Walla
College, from where he graduated in architectural engineering in 1952.
Otherwise, despite being a member of the AIA, he is not listed in the AIA’s historical directories, nor
is he listed in the University of Washington’s Pacific Coast Architectural Database (PCAD).
Evaluation

Given the subject building’s age, the subject property and its building have not been previously
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surveyed or evaluated for historic resource potential. Therefore, in order to make an historic
resource determination relative to future planning, this effort proceeds by evaluating the subject
office building based on the criteria for eligibility to the California Register of Historical Resources
(CR), as follows.
To be eligible for listing on the CR, a resource must be historically significant at the local, state, or
national level, under one or more of the following four criteria:
1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United States.
2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history.
3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values.
4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of
the local area, California, or the nation.
In general, based on these applicable criteria, the basis for potential historic significance depends on
a given property’s direct association to historically significant events or persons. An additional
primary criterion is the presence of design and/or construction distinction, including the identification
of an important author – whether designer, architect, engineer or builder. The following statements
address each of these four criteria.
1. There are no direct associations to individuals of local or regional historic importance. The
closest association of importance is to the Roche family, whose early 20th century ranch land
included this site, yet who were not directly associated with its development. The subsequent
property owners of a portion of the extant parcel, who acquired their land from the Roches – the
Bennett-McMahons – are also of no identified historic importance.
Otherwise, the Seventh Day Adventist Church is an institutional affiliation without individual
attribution. Relative to their development of the subject office building, there were evidently a
large number of persons once associated with the development and with the use of the building
and site. However, given the institutional organization, no individuals have been specifically
identified in association with this pair of buildings. In fact, in the course of the research effort
underlying this evaluation, no single name arose in association with this building.
2. There are no identifiable events or patterns of events of historic interest or importance
associated with the subject development – which was one small part of an overall, prolonged
and typical pattern of suburban development that encompassed the region and
state. Additionally, as noted above, this office building has no identifiable associations to the
broad and pivotal historic events of its time.
3. Given the building’s architectural period, being less than half-a-century ago, that period’s
urbanism and architecture have not been broadly assessed for their historical context and
contributions. Nonetheless, that period’s social, political and artistic affects have been broadly
researched and evaluated. In sum, 1965-1975 was a period of cultural disruption and change.
The beginning and early 1960s were the late-postwar years of American hegemony. By the end
of the decade, in the midst of the Vietnam War and its consequences, cultural cataclysm and
disruption were the norm and which was represented by social, political and artistic movements
that further disrupted the American status quo. In art, that change was readily manifest in the
form of popular art that teased the public about its faith and trust in American and corporate
postwar commercialism. Yet, in urbanism and architecture, given the underlying economic
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momentum, the change was slow to be realized. In American cities and towns, the late-postwar
period was still largely represented by corporate, modernist urban and architectural designs –
the proverbial International Style glass-box skyscrapers and, in the suburbs, smaller scale
corporate office buildings typically set amidst parking lots. While there were of course counter
examples of new and progressive designs, such examples did not include the design of
institutional and corporate office buildings.
In the context of which, the subject building’s architectural design is good but common – a
suburban, modern, conservative, administrative office building. In terms of design and
construction, it was not exactly typical, as it was a good quality custom design for a specific site
and user, but neither was it unique, distinctive or progressive.
Further, given that the work of the subject building’s architects, Don R. Kirkman & Associates,
was predominately dedicated to the Seventh Day Adventists, any importance that may be
assigned to Kirkman would be church related, though there is at present no evidence of specific
recognition for his architectural work. Further understanding that his work is a fraction of the
number of Seventh Day Adventist buildings which, as of 2017 included 86,576 churches, 8,540
schools, 59 publishing house and branches, etc. (from https://www.adventistarchives.org/quickstatistics-on-the-seventh-day-adventist-church)
Thus, the architects have not been recognized as historically important or masterful practitioners.
Nor is there, at this juncture, any identified landscape designer or architect. And there is also no
evident artistry.
4. The property and its building have not yielded and do not appear to have the potential to yield
any important historical information (whereas pre-history is not addressed under this historic
architectural effort).
In conclusion, as the existing property and its 1971 office building development do not meet any CR
criteria, then the resource does not qualify as an historic resource per the CR. Additionally, the
subject property and building are not part of any identifiably or potentially distinctive architectural
grouping or district.
As requested, per the Pleasant Hill Municipal Code, the following additionally addresses eight
criteria for declaring historic districts and designating cultural resources within the City of Pleasant
Hill.
Criterion 1: The area, structures, or site possesses value as a visible reminder of the cultural
heritage of the city.
The site and structure at 401 Taylor Blvd. are not potential reminders of the cultural heritage of the
city.
Criterion 2: The area, structure, or site is identified with a person, group, or event that contributed
significantly to the cultural or historical development of the city.
The site and structure at 401 Taylor Blvd. are not identified with any person, group or event of
significance with the city.
Criterion 3: Structures within the area exemplify a particular architectural style or way of life
important to the city.
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The structure at 401 Taylor Blvd. does not exemplify an architectural or life style important to the
city.
Criterion 4: Structures within the area are the best remaining examples of an architectural style in a
neighborhood.
The structure at 401 Taylor Blvd. is not the best remaining example or its architectural style in the
neighborhood or city.
Criterion 5: The area or its structures are identified as the work of a person or group whose work
has influenced the heritage of the city.
The site and structure at 401 Taylor Blvd. are not the work of any person or group historically
influential to the city.
Criterion 6: The area or its structures embody elements of outstanding attention to architectural or
landscape design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.
The structure at 401 Taylor Blvd. does not embody architectural or landscape design distintion.
Criterion 7: The area is related to a designated historic or landmark building or district in such a way
that its preservation is essential to the integrity of the building or district.
The site is not associated with any designated resources.
Criterion 8: Specific evidence exists that unique archaeological resources are present.
There is at present no evidence of archaeological resources (yet which are beyond the scope of this
historical evaluation).
In conclusion, as detailed herein, the property and building at 401 Taylor Boulevard meet no state or
city historical or cultural resource criteria so are not eligible for listing as a City of Pleasant Hill
cultural resource or on the California Register of Historical Resources.
Signed:

Mark Hulbert
Historical Architect and Historic Resources Consultant
attached: Figs.1-17 (pp.9-17); References and Qualifications (p17).
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Fig.1 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (bounding box) - Assessor’s parcel map

DIABLO VALLEY COLLEGE

TAYLOR BLVD.

LAS JUNTAS
PARK
Fig.2 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (bounding box) – Aerial view, 2019 (google earth, north is up)
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Fig.3 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (future location circled) – from 1952 County map

Fig.4 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (future location circled) – from 1968 USGS map
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Fig.5 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (future location circled) – 1961 aerial looking south over Diablo Valley College
(from Images of America: Pleasant Hill, p43)

Fig.6 – late 1970s view looking south from 401 Taylor Blvd. vicinity
(from Images of America: Pleasant Hill, p114)
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Fig.7 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – View of site from Taylor Blvd. at Norse Dr., looking southwest (MH, 2019, typ.)

Fig.8 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Entrance drive from Lucille Ln., looking west
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Fig.9 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – East side, looking southwest

Fig.10 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front (north), with entrance beyond, looking southwest
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Fig.10 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front (north) parking lot, looking southwest

Fig.11 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front (north) entry
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Fig.12 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front and west side

Fig.13 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – West side
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Fig.14 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear, west end

Fig.15 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear, garage wing and loading area

Fig.16 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear, east end
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Fig.17 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear parking lot, looking east

Selected References
Adam P. Nilson. Images of America: Pleasant Hill. Arcadia Publishing, 2007.
George Emanuels. California’s Contra Costa County: An Illustrated History. Diablo Books, 1991.
Smith & Elliott. Illustrations of Contra Costa County California with Historical Sketches. The Contra
Costa County Historical Society/Sacramento Lithograph Co., 1952 (reprint).
U.S.G.S. Historic Topographic Maps of California, Walnut Creek 7.5-minute quadrangle - 1947,
1949, 1959, 1968, 1973, 1980, 1993 and 1995 (Earth Sciences & Map Library, U.C. Berkeley
@lib.berkeley.edu).
Contra Costa County Assessor’s records.
U.S. censuses, 1890-1940 (@heritagequest.com).
Author’s Professional Qualifications
With thirty-five years as a professional preservation planner, historical architect and architect in the
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401 Taylor Blvd., Pleasant Hill
Historic Resource Evaluation
The following historical resource documentation and evaluation has been prepared at the property
owner’s request and for their planning information and use, including for planning consultation with
the City of Pleasant Hill. The purpose of the current effort is to complete research and evaluation
with which to conclude whether the subject property and building have any historic resource
potential based on applicable criteria.
Summary History

The subject property consists of two parcels (parcel nos. 153-050-057-6 and 153-050-058) located
at the southwest corner of Taylor Blvd. and Lucille Ln. (figs.1-2) – the latter, at the time of the subject
building’s construction in 1971-1972, named Norse Dr., when the building was at first given the
address 2300 Norse Drive. The parcels combined total some 4.8 acres in area. The existing office
building thereon was designed and constructed for the Northern California Conference of SeventhDay Adventists. The architect was Don R. Kirkman & Associates of Auburn, Washington and their
construction plans were dated January 1971. The county assessor lists the year of construction as
1972, which was when the building would have been completed and occupied.
While built for a religious institution, the existing structure is an early 1970s suburban office
building. It is discretely sited on a plot of land that was acquired in 1967-1968 in two pieces, the
larger parcel (lot 57, 3.63 acres) previously in the Bennett-McMahon family and the smaller,
rearward parcel (lot 58, 1.18 acres) previously in the Roche family. Will T. Bennett and Vera
Bennett-McMahon, brother and sister, acquired their portion in 1943 from David and Rose Roche,
who then deeded 20 of their 80 contiguous acres of ranchland to the Bennett-McMahons. The 1952
County map delineates those parcels yet without identifying the Bennett-McMahons (fig.3). As noted,
the Adventists acquired the land in two parts. The first and larger parcel from Vera Bennett
McMahon in December of 1967, and the smaller parcel from the four children of David and Rose
Roche in 1968.
The several deed records containing the above information are without reference to any early deeds
or tract maps, and no early deed searches have been undertaken under the current effort, which
subject is a 1970s office development. At this juncture, it is understood that the Roche family owned
their lands as early as c1900. The Roche Barn, a Contra Costa County historic resource, is located
one-quarter mile or so to the south of the subject property and, per the Contra Costa County historic
resource register is dated to 1905. In the 1910 U.S. census, David and Rose Roche were listed as
residents of Pacheco Village and his occupation was a hay farmer. As both were in their twenties,
the Roche properties were evidently in his family. In fact, in 1900, David’s parents, Mary and Patrick
Roche, were Contra Costa County residents. So their ownership is presumed to date to the turn-ofthe-twentieth century.
Based on historic maps and aerials, including the range of historical USGS maps from 1947-1968
(fig.4), several previous buildings stood on this site prior to its c1970 acquisition and office
development. However, no direct evidence has been found to confirm whether the BennettMcMahons lived at this location. The 1940 census identifies that they were then residents on
Bennett Road in Concord. In any event, it is probable that the previous buildings were at least in part
farm or ranch related though, again, no specific information about those buildings has been found.
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At the time of the development of the subject office building, the vicinity was in part suburban
development, including commercial office complexes along Taylor as well as the then new high
school and secondary schools to the north across Taylor (fig.5). To the Southwest, ranch land still
existed in the form of the Roche Ranch. A photo from that time, taken from the southern flank of the
subject property and looking south, depicts open landscape with a farm building – the Roche Barn –
in the distance (fig.6). That area has since been completely developed with residences, though the
historic barn building remains
Contextually, there are several other office buildings of the same period and type in the immediate
vicinity, while modern residential suburbs by then also immediately adjoined and which lead the
suburban charge in Pleasant Hill, the commercial context in its wake. At the very same time, BART
was under construction, its Pleasant Hill station opening in 1973 coincident with the subject office
building yet which circumstance was not coincidental, as suburban development coincided with the
BART routes. Given its early 1970s origins – the City of Pleasant Hill was incorporated just ten years
earlier – the building site was a choice knoll with what were then evidently fine views of a semi-rural
landscape and additionally adjacent to permanent open space with direct access to Interstate 680
and within range of BART.
Summary Descriptions (figs.7-17)

As noted, the existing 401 Taylor Blvd. development was authored by the architects Don R. Kirkman
& Associates. The available set of original drawings numbered 36 sheets (copies attached). While
there is reference to a landscape plan, no such plan is at this juncture available, so there is no
identified landscape designer or architect.
Nonetheless, the subject site was planted to the extent that, presently, the development is not visible
from any outward perspective, including its two street frontages. Moreover, at present – the Spring of
2019 being especially lush – the building is likewise shrouded by its landscape.
The entrance to the site is from the Lucille Ln. frontage to the east, from where the internal entry
drive splits into north and south branches towards front and rear parking areas, respectively.
Located at the top of the site, the subject building is a two-story structure with a V-shaped plan – its
V literally pointing due south (whereas a preliminary site plan showed the same building plan yet
with a different orientation). The building is elongated in the east-west direction, so has long and low
front (north) and rear (south) elevations relative to its narrow east and west sides. At the north, the
front entryway and small entry plaza are located within the crook of the V. Landscaped lawns lie at
each end of the building, each wrapping around to the rear. But for the parking lot that extends into
the southwest corner of the site, the west lawn spans the west side of the property to join the
landscaped bank at the Taylor Blvd. frontage. At the rear, the first floor’s western leg is below grade.
A single-story garage wing with a flat roof terrace projects southward from the rear, its uphill (west)
side also buried, its east-facing side a row of garage door openings. Where the garage wing
intersects the main building, the building transitions to the full two-stories and the concrete-paved
drive leads to a pair of loading docks recessed at the main building’s lower level.
The main building structure is concrete, with walls of exposed concrete frames accommodating
broad window openings spanning the front and rear elevations, the stacked openings separated by a
concrete spandrel. Windows and doors have bronze-anodized aluminum frames and the glazing is
all tinted dark bronze. Each of the end walls are symmetrical about central, partly glazed projecting
bays that house stairways, the bays flanked by solid concrete walls. All of the exposed concrete has
a panel-formed architectural finish (whereas the original plans called for a rough textured concrete
finish). The overall building is capped with a continuous projecting brow with a metal batten-seamed
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fascia (whereas, again, the original plans called for “Glasweld” fascia panels with bronze anodized
frames). The roof is low-slope with a pair of equipment screens, one atop each leg of the V.
The single-story garage wing is also a panel-formed concrete structure, it’s one exposed wall
consisting of six bays of doors. In lieu of a metal-faced cap, the top of the garage wing is a deep
concrete projection with steel-pipe guardrails atop the east and south walls. At its eastern end, the
south wall transitions to a concrete site retaining wall.
The style of this building – of the many such suburban office buildings of this period – is Corporate
Modern. It has the stripped down, lean and modular aspects of Modern architecture. Yet, the c1970
period was the end of the Modern design era. Here, there is no evident attempt for change or
difference. Rather, readily available forms and materials sufficed. It is repetitive, not distinctive
modern design. Its V-shaped plan an apparent gesture to its location, if it was intended to point
toward views of the landscape, though which are not in evidence today. Or the V may have had
another purpose and/or meaning, though which is again not in evidence.
Overall, the existing building feels separate and isolated and does not contribute to its suburban
and/or architectural context. In fact, relative to its time of creation, it was clearly segregated from the
primary and foremost events of the 1960s and early 1970s, when urban and architectural
development were poised for a massive change, which change was in no way reckoned with or
expressed by this conservative suburban work of corporate style architecture.
Evaluation Summary

Given the subject building’s age, the subject property and its building have not been previously
surveyed or evaluated for historic resource potential. Therefore, in order to make an historic
resource determination relative to future planning, this effort proceeds by evaluating the subject
office building based on the criteria for eligibility to the California Register of Historical Resources
(CR), as follows.
To be eligible for listing on the CR, a resource must be historically significant at the local, state, or
national level, under one or more of the following four criteria:
1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United States.
2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history.
3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values.
4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of
the local area, California, or the nation.
In general, based on these applicable criteria, the basis for potential historic significance depends on
a given property’s direct association to historically significant events or persons. An additional
primary criterion is the presence of design and/or construction distinction, including the identification
of an important author – whether designer, architect, engineer or builder. The following statements
address each of these four criteria.
1. There are no direct associations to individuals of local or regional historic importance. The
closest association of importance is to the Roche family, whose early 20th century ranch land
included this site, yet who were not directly associated with its development. The subsequent
property owners of a portion of the extant parcel, who acquired their land from the Roches – the
Bennett-McMahons – are also of no identified historic importance.
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2. There are no identifiable events or patterns of events of historic interest or importance
associated with the subject development – which was one small part of an overall, prolonged
and typical pattern of suburban development that encompassed the region and
state. Additionally, as noted above, this office building has no identifiable associations to the
broad and pivotal historic events of its time.
3. Given the building’s architectural period, being less than half-a-century ago, that period’s
urbanism and architecture have not been broadly assessed for their historical context and
contributions. Nonetheless, that period’s social, political and artistic affects have been broadly
researched and evaluated. In sum, 1965-1975 was a period of cultural disruption and change.
The beginning and early 1960s were the late-postwar years of American hegemony. By the end
of the decade, in the midst of the Vietnam War and its consequences, cultural cataclysm and
disruption were the norm and which was represented by social, political and artistic movements
that further disrupted the American status quo. In art, that change was readily manifest in the
form of popular art that teased the public about its faith and trust in American and corporate
postwar commercialism. Yet, in urbanism and architecture, given the underlying economic
momentum, the change was slow to be realized. In American cities and towns, the late-postwar
period was still largely represented by corporate, modernist urban and architectural designs –
the proverbial International Style glass-box skyscrapers and, in the suburbs, smaller scale
corporate office buildings typically set amidst parking lots. While there were of course counter
examples of new and progressive designs, such examples did not include the design of
institutional and corporate office buildings.
In the context of which, the subject building’s architectural design is good but common – a
suburban, modern, conservative, administrative office building. In terms of design and
construction, it was not exactly typical, as it was a good quality custom design for a specific site
and user, but neither was it unique, distinctive or progressive. Further, the building’s architects,
Don R. Kirkman & Associates, have not been recognized as historically important or masterful
practitioners. Nor is there, at this juncture, any identified landscape designer or architect. And
there is also no evident artistry.
4. The property and its building have not yielded and do not appear to have the potential to yield
any important historical information (whereas pre-history is not addressed under this historic
architectural effort).
In conclusion, as the existing property and its 1971 office building development do not meet any
historical criteria, then the resource does not qualify as an historic resource per the CR. Additionally,
the subject property and building are not part of any identifiably or potentially distinctive architectural
grouping or district.
Signed:

Mark Hulbert
Historical Architect and Historic Resources Consultant
attached: Figs.1-17 (pp.5-13); References and Qualifications (p13).
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Fig.1 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (bounding box) - Assessor’s parcel map
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PARK
Fig.2 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (bounding box) – Aerial view, 2019 (google earth, north is up)
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Fig.3 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (future location circled) – from 1952 County map

Fig.4 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (future location circled) – from 1968 USGS map
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Fig.5 – 401 Taylor Blvd. (future location circled) – 1961 aerial looking south over Diablo Valley College
(from Images of America: Pleasant Hill, p43)

Fig.6 – late 1970s view looking south from 401 Taylor Blvd. vicinity
(from Images of America: Pleasant Hill, p114)
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Fig.7 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – View of site from Taylor Blvd. at Norse Dr., looking southwest (MH, 2019, typ.)

Fig.8 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Entrance drive from Lucille Ln., looking west
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Fig.9 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – East side, looking southwest

Fig.10 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front (north), with entrance beyond, looking southwest
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Fig.10 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front (north) parking lot, looking southwest

Fig.11 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front (north) entry
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Fig.12 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Front and west side

Fig.13 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – West side
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Fig.14 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear, west end

Fig.15 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear, garage wing and loading area

Fig.16 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear, east end
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Fig.17 – 401 Taylor Blvd. – Rear parking lot, looking east
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